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Chelsea Chen is on Her Way! 
A Review by Bob Riday 

Sunday, June 4, Young Artist’s Recital, Banquet and LVAGO Annual Meeting 
Hosted by George and Susan Boyer, Christ Lutheran Church, Allentown 

Eleanor Focht, Event Coordinator 
 
 Our LV Chapter has consistently presented excellent and diverse programs. The recital presented by 
Chelsea Chen on Sunday, June 4, at Christ Lutheran, Allentown, proved that she has star quality that is usually 
experienced at National Level Conventions. Her opening selection, “Sinfonietta” by Norwegian composer [and 
fellow Julliard classmate], Ola Gjeilo, proved that Ms. Chen was in complete control of the Austin (IV/79), the 
audience, and herself. She moved through the toccata-like piece with a wonderful synergy of technical 
precision, beautiful phrasing and appropriate registrations. 
 Chelsea’s choice of Vierne’s “Naïades” (Water Nymphs) could very easily have sounded like a scale 
fingering exercise at a jury exam at college. Her relaxed, fluid technique combined with her sense of phrasing 
and direction of musical line created, instead, a result that was beautiful and never boring. A personal favorite 
was Ms. Chen’s performance of her own “Taiwanese Suite,” written upon several Taiwanese folk song themes 
and dedicated to her father. It brings to mind a Ralph Vaughan Williams folk song suite written in Asian 
pentatonic harmony. I enjoyed it much more than many commissioned organ works I have endured at AGO 
conventions!    
 The recital ended with a thunderous and exciting rendition of Duruflé’s Toccata from Suite, Op. 5.  I 
believe that I spied the figures in the stained glass windows dancing along with Chelsea’s music. Ms. Chen is to 
be congratulated for an excellent recital. She presented herself in a professional, well-informed and humble 
manner. Following the recital, she shared a delicious Social Tea Caterers meal with us. After dinner our chapter 
proceeded with its annual meeting and installation of officers for 2006-2007:  Robert Richelderfer, Dean; 
James Matz, Sub-Dean; Janice Butz, Secretary; Michael Krentz, Treasurer; Jane Errera, Past Dean, and 
Executive Board Members: 2007-Robert Morehead, William Nash; 2008-Betty Minor, Michael Szayko; 
2009-Andrea Berntsen, George Boyer. 

 
The Organistas - a film by Bert Shapiro to be shown at Godfrey Daniels, Fourth St., Bethlehem 

Sunday, June 18, 2:00 pm 
The Lehigh Valley Chapter has been invited to view this new film by an independent film maker, which views both the technical side 
of the organ building industry as well as featuring some performers and organ music. Many organs are featured including the 
wonderful Mander at St. Ignatius Loyola, New York City (played by Kent Tritle), and the newly reconstructed instrument at Temple 
Emmanuel, also NYC.  Builders represented include John Pike Mander and the London organ factory, Sebastian Gluck, and the highly 
respected (if not controversial) Manuel Rosales.  The film won the prestigious Directors Choice Award in the Black Maria Film 
Festival of 2005.  Following the film will be a discussion with the Director, other film makers, organists and builders.  Plan to have 
lunch after your church services then come on over to Godfrey Daniels, Fourth Street, Bethlehem's Southside. 
 
Steve Best, dean of the Central NY Chapter, Minister of Music at First Presbyterian Church of Utica, and a faculty member at 
Hamilton College, emailed the following:  “After reading on these lists about the film "The Organistas" and the prestigious awards it 
has received, I figured it was time I got to see it.   I've just done so, and all I can say is "wow"!   What a terrific job film maker Bert 
Shapiro has done in capturing the magical essence of the King of Instruments.  I've seen any number of excellent organ building 
videos, and I have innumerable videos of great performances, but I've never seen one which ties the art of organ building to the art of 
organ performance so wonderfully.  Mr. Shapiro has explored the common threads between great organ building and great organ 
playing in ways which ought to reinforce what most of us know:  passionate commitment to beauty and quality are as true for builders 
as they are for players.  (And all this in just under a half hour!)” 
 
Mr. Shapiro has described "The Organistas" this way:  "In this impressionistic view behind the scenes into the fascinating world of the 
pipe organ, master musicians reveal why they are passionate about the 'King of Instruments'. World-renowned designers and, 
craftsmen and women display how the rarely seen skills of voicing, molten-metal forming, and the many sophisticated skills are used 
to make the organ speak with a unique sound. The film uses music ranging from Bach to the contemporary master Stephen Paulus. 
Their glorious sounds are heard and seen in magnificent churches, chapels, concert halls and private homes." 
 


